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Over 2019-2020 several types of consultation were held with the 
Community to gain an understanding of how they would like to see it 
developed.  This consultation included;

• Poroutawhao School Engagement 2019

• Online survey 2019

• Community drop-in session 2019

• Community engagement day 2020

POROUTAWHAO SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT 

2019

Domain.  The top five responses were:

•

•

•

•

•

•

Other items listed that received 8 or less responses (listed in order of 

Domain that is not there at the moment?  The most popular response was 

Figure 2.
Figure 1 + 2 - Post it notes from Poroutawhao School Engagement Event - 23 May 2019. 
Source - HDC Poroutawhao School Engagement Event Summary

Figure 1.

The top 6 most popular choices were:

•

•

•

•

•

•

The next most popular response was for active type activities.  The three 

Other less popular responses were related to;

waterpark

CONSULTATION
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SURVEY RESULTS

Survey respondents were asked three questions;

•

•

•

and courts generally.  Open space was the third most favoured part of 

received.  Play equipment was the most popular with a mix of requests for 

COMMUNITY DROP-IN SESSION

complete a survey and give thoughts on key questions posed.  Over 65 
adults attended the session and a total of 51 comments received.  The 
most common responses related to the forest with requests made for 

Requests for an increase or improvement to play equipment were also 

suggestions of formalising the link from the campground.  

There were several other key elements / themes that featured throughout 

•

•
campground

• Improvements to the skate ramp

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DAY

Waitarere Domain.  The community was asked to use a dot system to 
identify their preferences on what ideas they wanted to see in the domain 
from the draft development plan.  Post it comments were also stuck to an 
aerial map of Waitarere Domain.  The results were as follows;  

AREAS FROM CONCEPT 
PLANS

NUMBER OF RED 
DOTS

NUMBER OF GREEN 
DOTS

NUMBER OF 
YELLOW DOTS

EXPLORATIVE PLAY 22 1 0

OPEN SPACE 1 4 0

PICNIC AREA/BBQ 3 0 0

COMMUNITY HUB 2 0 1

YOUNGER PLAY 4 1

OLDER PLAY 5 (SKATE PARK) 2 (SKATE PARK) 8 (SKATE PARK)

MULTI SPORT/TENNIS 
COURT AREA

4

First choice

Second choice

Third choice

session was held - 20 July 2019. 

Figure 4 - Post-it notes on the aerial map of Waitarere Domain.   From 
the Community Engagement Day, 18th January 2020.   Image supplied 
by HDC
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CONSULTATION SUMMARY

KEY FINDINGS FROM THE ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

community put their ideas forward. 

additions for Waitarere Domain.  

Second to this was retaining and or enhancing open space and 
improvements/changes to the courts.  This last comment more so in the 
adult consultation. 

developed.

From the school engagement it is recommended that the top 5 favourite 

retained or enhanced.  When upgrading the playground and considering 

considered.

are explored in the concept design.  

Overall from the consultation findings we have developed some keys 
themes and included supporting comments from the post-it notes.  These 
include;

• Play - improvements to play equipment came through as the key area 
the community would like to see developed

•

and consider ideas such as an outdoor theatre

• Active - Ensure existing active uses of the Domain including the 
courts are retained and enhanced as well as considering other active 
modes

•
younger play and older generations

Forest play

Giant swing

Planning for ECE 

Water park 

Better skate park, 
nothing for teenagers

Sports facilities

More trees please

Outdoor theatre

Soccer and 
cricket nets 

(cages)

Scout Hall and 

Courts for tennis 
and basketball, 
others for other 
codes, general 

play

Scout Hall, 

current site as a 

High fence 
between each 

court

club building

Better parking

Accessible
swing

Putting green

Younger childrens 
play area

Petanque
court for older 

people
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AMENITY + CHARACTER

Horowhenua District 10 minutes’ drive from Levin.  It has a population of 

Progressive and Ratepayers Association.   

constructed with a 2.5m fall of water to turn the wheel which local Maori 

the village. 

almost covered with sand.  The fact that the ship is covered in sand is an 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

• Draw design inspiration from the location as a small coastal town 

•
during summer

•
local iwi and the unique ongoing coastal processes 

Hydrabad shipwreck 1878
Source - The anchorageSource - Find a Beach

Hydrabad Holiday Park
Source - Hydrabad Holiday Park

Local Four Square
Source - Four Square

Source - Unique RealtySource - Horowhenua District Council

Hydrabad today
Source - Stuff.co.nz

Source - Find a Beach
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ACTIVITY

portion with the mature pine trees allows for ‘wild-type’ play with tracks 

slide sit on the edge of the pine trees and open grass area.

Comments were made in the consultation of formalising the link to the 

Road.

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

•

• Replace or upgrade dated play equipment to cater to a large range 
of children’s ages 

•

and sports

• Provide greater amenity to Domain users in signage and park 

local and summer community

• Create an activity with a definitive difference as an exciting addition 
to the Domain  

•

•  Consider the needs of the local Scout Hall users (located since 

• Consider the needs of the local surrounding properties 

Poor accessibility to play equipment from 
carpark.

Lack of connection between activities 
and spaces throughout the site.

Play equipment isolated and disconnect 
from each other. 

Limited access to areas for the less able 
user. The need to provide access to all 
areas for a wide range of abilities.

NTS

KEY

PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
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ACCESS + MOVEMENT

access is also via Achilles Avenue where there is on street parking.

Pedestrian access is from Achilles Avenue with an asphalt footpath 
running half-way along the park edge.  Pedestrians can also access 

footpath.  From Taonui Street a formed footpath leads up through the 
pine forest and down to the grassed open space.  This access is via Lot 

make a significant improvement to walking and cycling in this area and 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

•

form an all weather surface

• Future development to consider its relationship and access to 

• Assess the current route to Taonui Street from a CPTED 
perspective 

•
carparking allocation in the wider context 

•

• Connect the shared cycle path to the Domain 

•

•

resilience and choice  

4 - Shared pathway opportunities to 3 - Pathway through pines requires 
attention around CPTED concerns.

1 - Pedestrian access points stop at 
the sites edges limiting access and 
movement for a diverse user group.

2 - Existing carpark allows multiple spac-
es located near the tennis court and 
Scout hall.

KEYKEY

1 2

3

4

NTS



BOFFA MISKELL   - DEVELOPMENT PLAN 16 JULY 2020

3

VEGETATION PATTERNS

The vegetation patterns diagram shows a key part of the site and that 
takes up a large portion is a mature pine forest with sparse native 

element that exists in the Domain. 

Central to the Domain is a large expanse of rank mown grass which runs 

A mature stand of Macrocarpa trees exists to the northern western edge 
of The Domain within residential properties that provides part shade 
to the courts during from midday sun.  There is also a mature stand 

area.

green edge and provide some midday shading to the grass field to the 
south. 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

•

• Further planting and protection considering CPTED principles to the 

•

• MATURE PINE FOREST
The pine forest creates a dramatic 
backdrop to the site. This provides a 
unique opportunity to utilise the natural 
and develop natural play engagement.

GRASSLAND
An abundance of grassland providing 
ample opportunity for diverse use.

NATIVE TREE SPECIES
A sparse amount of native tree 
specimens are located on the peripheral 
edge of the site.

GRASS EMBANKMENT
The grass embankment is located to the 
west of the site with a new residential de-
velopment beyond the sites boundary 
overlooking the Domain.

3

2

1

1

2

4

4

4

4

3

4

5

4

5

NTS
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TOPOGRAPHY + CLIMATE

open space to the north and an undulating section of mature pine forest 
to the south.  This diversity is an asset for the park allowing for a range of 

forest to Taonui Street.  This undulating landscape typifies the location as 

to the south east.  

degrees Celsius and 16 degrees Celsius in summer. 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

• Utilise the undulating topography to cater for unique active 
recreation and play

• Utilise the flat areas to allow a range of uses including community 

• Consider the site location as part of a coastal dune system in the 
design of spaces and activities

•
gathering or resting spaces  

•
consideration of water passage

• Capitalise on the sites relatively dry climate through the choice of 
planting and shade trees

The sites southern topography creates 
a dynamic edge for recreation and 
engagement from a diverse user group.  

buffer from the climate, both sun and 
wind protection.

summer afternoon shade.
The prevailing north-westerly wind travels 
over the grass embankment and enters 
the site from the direction of the tennis 
court.

NTS
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SAFETY

The Domain possesses elements which have a physical safety element 

among others.  Upgrade of the Domain is a chance to consider these 
safety aspects as well as through ongoing management and maintenance.   

location factors tend to influence individuals’ perceptions of safety and are 
particularly sensitive to the physical environment.  As part of perceived 

reviewed against.   

Guidelines for Crime Prevention through Environmental Design in New 

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES 

• Ongoing monitoring and of existing and new play equipment to 
ensure it meets National Playground Safety Standards 

•
circulation routes and more refined design detailing of the Domain

• Consider existing lighting in relation to future expansion and in 

Figure 6 - CPTED Part 1: cover page
Source - Ministry of Justice
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DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

• To provide a range of high-quality recreational experiences for the 
local community and visitors

• To preserve and expand the current use 

• To provide opportunities for structured and informal play 

• To provide leisure and active opportunities attractive to a wide cross 
section of the local population

•

•

•
destination within the Horowhenua

OBJECTIVES + PRINCIPLES

PRELIMINARY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

1. COMMUNITY 

Consider iwi and community engagement to ensure the design outcome 
reflects this community and its people 

2. PLACE 

narrative from the local landscape and site history’s ensuring sense of 
place 

MOVEMENT 

wide cross section of users 

Girls sitting on Hydrabad 1905
Source - Redditt Source - Horowhenua District Council Source - Horowhenua District Council

RESILIENCE 

Make design choices considering the ongoing effect of maintenance and 

for the community and the Council  

5. CHOICE 

Consider elements and spaces which cater for a wide cross section of 

community

6. SAFETY 

Consider perceived and physical safety throughout the design 
incorporating CPTED principles 
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KEY

Allowing for skatepark design provided and quoted on by Playground 
Centre.  Opportunities for customisation.

Re-surfacing and line marking to provide for use by multiple sporting 
codes.  Supported by sports walls with markings and equipment installed, 
for both formal and informal sporting use.

Dedicated area for younger children play, including immersive, sensory 
and nature play.  Surrounded by an all-ages scooter track which provides 
a playful separation from the wider playground area.

All ages playground with a variety of play equipment providing swinging, 
balancing, spinning, climbing and sliding play experiences.  Sand safety 
fall and coastal planting inspires connection with the local context.

Informal dirt tracks and trails that traverse the extent of the existing pine 
forest, providing opportunities for exploration.

Surrounding the multi-use sports courts, the path serves as an 
opportunity to provide an increased diversity of active recreation 
opportunities, with the possibility to create a pump-track or similar, for 
both bikes and scooters.

Located centrally to the site, this area serves as the central gathering 
space that is closely connected to the wider Domain, contributing an 
active entry feature that is well-positioned for the visual overlooking of 
surrounding activities.

Entry signage at frontages of the Domain, that is of a high-quality, 
informative and contextually relevant.

Provides facilities for those accessing the Domain using active 
transportation modes.

Resilient, low-maintenance native coastal plant species that provide a 
visually interesting aesthetic, inspired by the surrounding context.

Nestled amongst the existing pine forest, play equipment, including 
canopy bridges, nets, towers, huts and gathering spaces provide 
explorative and nature play opportunities and connection to a variety of 
natural landmarks and features.

Sports walls with markings and equipment installed, for both formal and 
informal sporting use by a range of sporting codes, including basketball, 
netball, tennis and football.  Opportunities for local artists to be engaged 
to implement feature art of the walls.

Opportunities for engagement with natural features and elements, for 
educational opportunities.

Thoughtfully positioned to provide shade from the sun and shelter from 
the prevailing wind.

WAITARERE DOMAIN CONCEPT PLAN
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VISUALISATIONS

NATURE AND EXPLORATIVE PLAY
Utilising the existing pine forest asset to create a 

throughout the pine forest with a network of tracks 

elements.  

Capitalise on the undulating nature of the pine 
forest to weave tracks up and down and allow small 
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VISUALISATIONS

PLAYGROUND
The younger childens play area utilises the concept 

create experiential learning.  Connecting to the 

incorporated within the natural playto provide for 

that weaves around the perimeter of the younger 
childrens area picks up what we heard through 
school consultation.    

Play elements referencing what was heard in the 

used in the playground.  This set amongst a coastal 
themed dune landscape of trees for natural shading 

the sites location and enduring a low maintenance 
regime.  

Canopies provide places for shade and shelter for 
caregivers and the community to get together.  They 
provide hang out spaces for youth to sit and watch 
the multisports courts or wider activity.
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EXAMPLE IMAGES

EXPLORATIVE PLAY

• Unique and challenging adventure play using the existing 
topography 

• Vertical elements provide a destination experience drawing 
visitors to the Domain 

• A range of explorative options cater to a wide range of ages 



BOFFA MISKELL   - DEVELOPMENT PLAN 16 JULY 2020

4

YOUNG AND OLDER CHILDRENS PLAY SPACES

•
elements through structural design 

• Cater to young and old through natural and more structured play

•
spaces for caregivers
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MULTISPORT SURFACES 

•
codes to one of the courts 

•

• Provide seating opportunities and good direct connections with the 
surrounding areas for ease of access  
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BARBEQUE AND PICNIC AREAS 

• Provide shade and shelter as well as open areas for picnic and 

•

• Consider using existing topography or mounding areas to provide a 

• Ensure seating is large enough to cater for large family or community 
groups 
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LOOP TRACKS AND CIRCULATION

•
recreation

•
and fauna 

• Consider stormwater runoff and pedestrian safety in vehicle areas
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PHASING RECOMMENDATIONS

Phasing Note: Due to health and safety 
reasons the existing half-pipe will need to 

1. Complete assessment and felling/

access over areas not already upgraded 
and prioritises the area most interested 

2. Upgrade the skate park ensuring the 
second most item the community is 
interested in is completed and ensures 
access to other play items is maintained 
while the skatepark is completed.

paths and planting to ensure active 
activities for youth.  Construct outside of 

Playground upgrade undertaken while 

play area and skatepark.

5.
grassing ensuring most planting/
grassing works are completed last.  
Much of the grass area is retained as 
open space/picnic.  As there is only 

to complete this portion last.  Planting to 

6. Investigate opportunities to utilise 

Investigate carpark improvements - look 

and drainage.
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PRELIMINARY ACTION PLAN

Research external funding opportunities and make applications

Engage a surveyor to complete a detailed survey including services and 0.5m contours

Engage Landscape Architect to move from concept to For Tender drawings

Engage a specialist skatepark designer to provide input / review opportunities to the skatepark design

The preliminary action plan provides an example of some of the steps needed to develop 
Waitarere Domain. 
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