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Tēnā koe  
 
Response - Official Information Request 
 
I refer to your request for information received on 16 July 2023.  Your request has been considered under 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) and I provide the following 
information. 
 
“Can you please provide the full business case that was submitted to HDC by the FWMHSI? This is for 
resolution number CO/2023/1.” 
 
The full business case that was submitted to Horowhenua District Council (HDC) was received during the 
in-committee part of the Council meeting, and it is necessary to withhold from public release for the 
following reasons: 

• Section7(2)(h) - to enable the local authority to carry out, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
commercial activities; and 

• Section 7(2)(i) - to enable the local authority to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

 
Additionally, the information is not Council’s to release. You may want to contact Nola Fox, the 
Chairperson of the Foxton War Memorial Hall Society Incorporated (FWHMSI) directly.   
 
“And can you please advise who are the members of these committees: 
- In-Committee 
- FWMHSI” 
 
The meeting you referred to was an In-committee Council meeting.  The Mayor and all Councillors are 
members of the meeting. 
 
The FWMHSI is not a part of Council so your query is best answered by Nola Fox, the Chairperson of 
Society itself. 
 
“Resolution number CO/2023/2 was carried. What are the known plans at this stage for selling the 
hall? Is there a preferred buyer or does HDC already have a buyer? Are there going to be specific 
conditions when selling the building and will the council dictate what can be done to the building if it’s 
demolished?” 
 
Council intends to get the building on the open market by the end of August 2023. Council has no 
preferred purchaser and has no offers on the building. There are currently no plans to apply specific 
conditions on the proposed sale of the building. Council will however have evaluation criteria that will be 
applied to the building by reason of ensuring the ‘best fit’ scenario for Council and the community. The 
evaluation criteria have not yet been confirmed.  
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“Lastly can you please send me a copy of the most recent earthquake strengthening assessment. This is 
from Resolution Number CO/2023/1.” 
 
The Initial Earthquake Assessment (IEA) and Detailed Seismic Assessment (DSA) are attached. 
 
“What is the current / past marketing strategies for the Foxton Memorial Hall? What are some 
examples of the strategy implemented.” 
 
The Foxton War Memorial Hall is promoted via the HDC website, where people can enquire about 
booking the venue. 
 
We have marketing strategies for both Horowhenua NZ and HDC, but nothing specific to the Foxton War 
Memorial Hall. 
 
“How much does HDC spend on marketing for the Foxton Memorial Hall? What’s the annual cost for 
marketing the hall and what’s the annual marketing budget for the hall?” 
 
We do not have a dedicated marketing budget for the Foxton War Memorial Hall. 
 
“With the low utilisation of the Foxton Memorial Hall, what efforts have the council made to help 
improve the utilisation of the venue?” 
 
The venue is available to be booked on Council’s web-site and potential users can access the booking 
forms online. 
 
“What is the NBR rating for the Levin Memorial hall vs Foxton Memorial Hall and other memorial halls 
in the region?” 
 
Foxton War Memorial Hall and Levin War Memorial Hall have both been assessed as being earthquake 
prone as they have been rated as less than 33% of the new Building Standard (NBS). Shannon Memorial 
Hall is not earthquake prone.  
 
You are entitled to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman. Information about 
how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or free phone 0800 802 602.  
 
Horowhenua District Council publishes responses to Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act 1987 (LGOIMA) requests that we consider to be of wider public interest, or which relate to a subject 
that has been widely requested. To protect your privacy, we will not generally publish personal 
information about you, or information that identifies you. We will publish the LGOIMA response along 
with a summary of the request on our website. Requests and responses may be paraphrased.  
 
If you have any queries regarding this information, please contact the LGOIMA Officer on 
LGOIMAOfficer@horowhenua.govt.nz 
 
Ngā mihi   

 
 
Steve McTaylor-Biggs 
Executive Sponsor 

https://www.horowhenua.govt.nz/CommunityPlaces/Halls-Recreation-Sport/Halls-Venues-Meeting-Rooms/Halls-and-Venues/Foxton-Memorial-Hall













































