
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reference Number: 2026/1367 
 
 
10 April 2026 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Tēnā Koe І Dear  
 
Thank you for your email dated 16 March 2026 requesting Council’s administration and 
enforcement of the Dog Control Act for a period of 5 years under the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA). Please see below a response to each 
part of your request. 
 
The number of complaints received relating to roaming dogs, dog attacks, or dogs 
worrying livestock or poultry.  
 
Please find this information in the table below. Each year reported is from 1 January to 31 
December except for 2026 which is from 1 January to 31 March. 
   
Category 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Roaming Dogs 336 501 447 461 148 
Dog Attacks 94 99 87 104 23 
Worrying livestock/ poultry 0 2 1 2 0 
   
 
The number of dog attack incidents recorded during this period.  
 
Please find this information reported in the table above. 
   
The number of dogs seized or impounded by animal control officers.  
 
Please find the information requested in the table below: 
 
Category 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Impounded Dogs 209 240 298 264 66 
Seized – (s.71 + s.57) 29 29 34 41 9 
   
The number of dogs destroyed by the council, including those destroyed following 
attacks on livestock or other animals.  
 
Please find the information requested in the table below: 
 
Category 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Euthanised (destroyed) 43 40 56 48 1 
   



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The number of infringement notices or prosecutions issued under the Dog Control 
Act 1996.  
 
Please find the information requested in the table below: 
 
Information requested 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Number of infringements 164 248 60 279 72 
Prosecutions 0 0 1 0 0 
   
The number of dogs classified as dangerous or menacing during this period.  
 
Please find the information requested in the table below: 
 
Classification type 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Menacing 19 27 23 22 4 
Dangerous  2 0 2 40 0 
   
The number of full-time equivalent animal control officers employed by the council 
each year.  
 
Year 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
Number of FTE 4FTE 6FTE 5.5FTE 5.5FTE 5.5TFE 
 
   
The annual budget allocated to dog control services for each year.  
 
Please find the information requested in the table below. For this information the year is 
reported as 1 July to 30 June. This is because the annual budgets for Council are set per 
financial year which covers this same period. 
 
Year 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 
Annual operating budget $600K $711K $690K $735K $1M 
   
Any internal reports, briefings, or assessments relating to roaming or feral dog 
activity within the district.  
 
Council holds no internal reports, briefings, or assessments relating specifically to roaming 
or feral dog activity.  
 
In 2025 the Council completed the review of the Dog Control Bylaw and Policy, and within 
added new clauses 15, 16 & 17, relating to the requirement to neuter uncontrolled dogs. A 
copy of the bylaw can be found on the Councils website here: horowhenua-district-council-
dog-control-bylaw-2025.pdf 
   
Any operational policies or procedures currently used by the council for responding 
to reports of roaming or feral dogs.  
 
Please find attached a copy of the animal control procedure for wandering dogs (roaming 
dogs), and a copy of the contact centre instructions for handling of reports of wandering 
dogs.  
 

https://www.horowhenua.govt.nz/files/assets/public/v/2/council-documents/bylaws/horowhenua-district-council-dog-control-bylaw-2025.pdf
https://www.horowhenua.govt.nz/files/assets/public/v/2/council-documents/bylaws/horowhenua-district-council-dog-control-bylaw-2025.pdf


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Horowhenua District Council publishes responses to Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) requests that we consider to be of wider public interest, or 
which relate to a subject that has been widely requested. To protect your privacy, we will not 
generally publish personal information about you, or information that identifies you. We will 
publish the LGOIMA response along with a summary of the request on our website. 
Requests and responses may be paraphrased.  
 
If you would like to discuss this decision or any of the information provided as part of this 
request, please contact Brent Harvey (Group Manager Community Experience and 
Services) on brenth@horowhenua.govt.nz, or LGOIMAOfficer@horowhenua.govt.nz.  
 
Ngā mihi І Best regards 

 
Ashley Huria 
Executive Sponsor 

mailto:brenth@horowhenua.govt.nz
mailto:LGOIMAOfficer@horowhenua.govt.nz






Contact Centre instructions for Wandering Dogs 

 

 



 




