


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What are the penalties for a property owner not maintaining their berm and how are 
such penalties processed? 
 
For many, the unruly sight as a result of not maintaining the grass berms will be a penalty. 
However, as mentioned there are currently no legal avenues to enforce this and therefore 
there will be no council directed penalty.  
 
If a property owner is considered (by Council) to be required to maintain a piece of 
land (berm) that they do not own, can the property owner then use the berm for any 
other purpose - ie, planting fruit trees, a flower garden or a vegetable crop? 
 
No. At this stage we are asking the community to not plant the berms. Officers are exploring 
this in more detail, to provide greater direction. This is due to the fact that we need the ability 
to safely protect and access services that sit under berms (such as fibre cables, gas lines 
etc). The aim is to provide guidance on this in the coming months.   
 
If such is the case who then owns the crop or fruits of their labour? 
 
This is not applicable at this point. 
 
If a home-owner chooses to mow their berm and to catch the grass clippings, what 
arrangements has Council made for the disposal of the clippings? As that should not 
be the responsibility of the home-owner, they do not own the grass. 
 
As the decision to stop urban berm mowing was made by Council to reduce the rate 
increase, Council has not added any additional funding for the disposal of grass clippings or 
any other costs associated with berm mowing.  
 
You are entitled to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz 
or freephone 0800 802 602.  
 
Horowhenua District Council publishes responses to Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) requests that we consider to be of wider public interest, or 
which relate to a subject that has been widely requested. To protect your privacy, we will not 
generally publish personal information about you, or information that identifies you. We will 
publish the LGOIMA response along with a summary of the request on our website. 
Requests and responses may be paraphrased.  
 
If you would like to discuss this decision or any of the information provided as part of this 
request, please contact Brent Harvey (Group Manager Community Experience and 
Services) on brenth@horowhenua.govt.nz, or LGOIMAOfficer@horowhenua.govt.nz.  
 
Ngā mihi 

 
 
Ashley Huria 
Executive Sponsor 
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WHAKATAKINGA
INTRODUCTION
Mayor and Councillors’ welcome

Challenging times call for 
challenging choices.
Times are tough, the cost of living continues to rise, and 
like many households, Council have some tough decisions 
to make. 

Everyone is feeling the pressure due to many factors, 
including the cost of living. Council is not immune to cost 
increases and the challenges posed by inflation, interest 
rates, depreciation and insurance are having a massive 
impact on our fixed costs, which leaves us with the 
challenge of balancing the community’s aspirations,  
while living within our means. 

Proposing a significant rates increase at any time, but 
particularly now, is not a decision made lightly, but it’s the 
choice we have to make, if our community expects  
to receive similar levels of service as currently provided.

Now, more than ever, Council has been looking at ways to 
reduce costs, without changing or drastically reducing the 
services residents currently receive. 

We need your feedback on three key questions:

1. What services do we need for our community? 

2. How should we manage our waste?

3. Sharing costs - who should pay for what?

Our community has said that we should focus on the 
basics, prioritise care for the environment and be ready to 
maximise opportunities ahead. These things cost money, 
and we are acutely aware of the consequence of cutting 
services. The average rates increase of 17.4% we are 
proposing is much greater than we’ve seen in the past but 
is required to ensure our borrowings do not exceed our 

limits, we can continue to deliver Three Waters services 
and we are financially sustainable into the future. Some 
properties may see increases above 20%. The impact of 
the proposed average rates increase will vary between 
households, depending on where you live and the value of 
your property.

Waste minimisation and management is another 
important topic to discuss. How should we manage waste 
to reduce our impact on the environment? We have been 
borrowing money to deliver kerbside recycling, a decision 
that is simply not sustainable and so we are proposing 
that this is now funded by rates.

We started from scratch, looking at costs and budgeting 
models to explore options to significantly reduce Council’s 
day to day running costs.  We’ve modelled what this 
might mean for services Council delivers and reviewed 
our fees and charges to ensure we have the balance right 
between user charges where individuals pay for specific 
services they use, and the General Rate where the overall 
community pays for services.  We need to hear your views 
on how costs are shared and who should pay for what. 

This consultation document isn’t just about presenting 
our financial plan, it’s about outlining what Council will 
deliver given the issues we are facing in this economic 
climate to ensure the decisions we make are sustainable 
and Horowhenua remains a place we love to live in now 
and in the future.

Take the time to have your say. We need your voice to help 
shape our district as we navigate challenging times and 
make some tough decisions. 

Mayor Bernie Wanden and Councillors
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ME PĒHEA RĀ KOE E 
WHAI KŌRERO AI 
HOW TO HAVE 
YOUR SAY

The information this consultation document and 
proposals are based on is available:

 online at letskorero.horowhenua.govt.nz/LTP2024-44 

  in hardcopy at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō,  
Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom or Shannon Library.

Kōrero Mai 
It’s easy to ask questions and share your thoughts with 
us. Submissions close 15 April 2024. Council will 
receive the formal submissions and other feedback 
received, including comments from social media,  
ahead of Council’s decision making.  

Find out more online 
letskorero.horowhenua.govt.nz/LTP2024-44  

Facebook.com/HorowhenuaDC/ 

Tiktok.com/@hdcouncil 

Instagram.com/horowhenuadc 

ltp@horowhenua.govt.nz

In person 
Speak to one of our Council Officers on 06 366 0999  
or Elected Members (see page 43). 

Face to Face at one of our events or workshops. 
A full list of events and workshops is available on 
letskorero.horowhenua.govt.nz/LTP2024-44. 

Drop in to a Cuppa with a Councillor session at Te 
Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō, Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom 
or Shannon Library to learn more about the Long 
Term Plan, share your views and get help to make a 
submission.

• Thursday 21 March 10.30am
• Thursday 28 March 10.30am
• Thursday 4 April 10.30am
• Thursday 11 April 10.30am 

Making your  
submission on paper 
Submissions can be delivered to: 
Horowhenua District Council Offices  
126 Oxford Street, Levin 

Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō  
Bath Street, Levin 

Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom  
92 Main Street, Foxton

Posted to: 
Horowhenua District Council  
Private Bag 4002  
Levin 5540 








