The minimum standards that Highways England outline for a bridleway are as follows:
Design Parameter
Speed
Offset from road
Width
Turning spaces (max 1km)
Vegetation overhang
At grade crossing points
Surfacing (High Level of service)
Surfacing (alternate Med level of
service)
Surfacing (alternate Low level of
service)
Edge restraints
Lighting
Other facilities (bridle gates, horse
stiles etc)
2)

Minimum requirement
Walking pace, 10kph
Minimum 1.8m
2.0m for single file
3.0m wide
3.4m
10.0m wide by 5.0m long, fenced holding area
Grassed aggregate 150mm surface course of aggregate
mixed with 25% topsoil on 150mm aggregate on
geotextile sub-base.
75mm sand on 150mm free draining layer
Maximum 40mm size with a high content of quarry waste
laid (well compacted) on 150mm type 1 sub-base
Timber for unbound surfacing materials
To be provided where adjacent road is lit, 0.5m from
bridleway
4.0m minimum to edge of carriageway

You have stated that there is research that proves Equestrians have a "negative effect" on other
users. Can you send that research to me please, I would be very interested to see it. I am wondering
if you have had conversations with the Kapiti Coast District council about the experience in this
neighboring district which is very positive. Kapiti Coast District council has a CWB strategy that
includes Bridleways and I’m sure if you want information they would be happy to supply it. We have
a full multiuse CWB pathway on our Expressway (photo attached) that works well. And in fact if you
are looking for statistics about accidents on these Multiuse pathways KCDC have those too. And the
accidents on our Multiuse pathways are mostly caused by cyclists, and dogs. None caused by
horses.
For the “negative effect” query, please see response under question 3 below.
No conversations have been held with the Kāpiti Coast District Council in regards to their experience.
We are aware of the Kāpiti Coast District Council’s CWB Strategy.
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In Topic 3: Improved access for Equestrians under submissions my name is wrong, i am
so would appreciated that being corrected. In the analysis after
Summary of Submissions you have written "Anecdotal, academic and other evidence suggests there

are a number of actual and perceived conflicts between horse riders and other users", I would also
like to have access to this evidence please. In Kapiti we share Multiuse paths in Whareroa farm, QE
Park and the Waikanae river track, among many others, with all other users successfully. I would be
very interested in who your Anecdotal evidence has come from, and if you are collecting a true
picture of this were there any equestrians who were part of your evidence collection? Can you
forward the formal notes on the anecdotal evidence please:
This statement was made in relation to a general body of literature (some examples of which are
below) rather than a specific document. There are many articles around the perceived conflicts.
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•

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/may/11/horse-riders-cyclists-surrey-bridleway-leithhill

•

https://www.marinij.com/2021/01/25/marin-voice-too-many-on-bikes-speed-past-horses-hikers-oncounty-paths/

•

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/43981016 Horse Riding in Protected Areas A Critical R
eview and Implications for Research and Management

•

https://road.cc/content/news/video-horse-spooked-cyclists-dad-gets-pram-out-way-282347

•

https://www.griffincycle.com/articles/horse-sense-pg295.htm

•

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/horse-riders-accused-of-cyclist-sabotage-after-rise-in-wigginseffect-injuries-zr2skg3q8jw
Have HDC put any effort into assessing the amount of horses and the economic input of the
equestrian community in your district as you have made assumptions in this document that would
suggest you have. Can you also send me this information please as we have research in Kapiti that
shows a $13 million economic input to our district from the equestrians community and around 1000
sport and leisure horses, this does not include the racing or niche industries. Horowhenua has a
larger amount of horses and i assume from this document that some research has been done by your
council.
No detailed assessment of the economic input of the equestrian community to the Horowhenua was
calculated.

Horowhenua District Council publishes responses to Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act
1987 (LGOIMA) requests that we consider to be of wider public interest, or which relate to a subject that has
been widely requested. To protect your privacy, we will not generally publish personal information about you,
or information that identifies you. We will publish the LGOIMA response along with a summary of the request
on our website. Requests and responses may be paraphrased.

If you have any queries regarding this information, please contact the LGOIMA Officer on 06 366 0999 or email
- LGOIMAOfficer@horowhenua.govt.nz
Yours sincerely,

Lisa Slade
Executive Sponsor - LGOIMA

