
Dambusters 
exhibition takes 
flight at Te 
Awahou Nieuwe 
Stroom
A special exhibition that explores one of the 
most famous raids in military history opens this 
month at Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom.  

The Foxton community hub will host 
Dambusters – Boffins, Bravery 
and Bouncing Bombs from 
Friday 6 March until Sunday 3 
May. 

The exhibition celebrates the 
extraordinary Dambusters 
raids on the Ruhr Valley 
dams in Germany in 1943. It 
explores the ingenuity behind 
the ‘bouncing bombs’ used to 
break down the dam walls, how 
the raids were planned, and 
the aftermath of the raids for 
both the Royal Air Force’s 617 
Squadron and the residents of 
Ruhr Valley. 

It also tells the stories of two 
New Zealanders who took part 
in the raids. 

Horowhenua District Council 
Cultural and Community Centre 
Manager Hendrix Warren said 
the exhibition will have broad 
appeal.

“Anyone with an interest in 
military history and World War 
II will find it fascinating, but 
the captivating stories of the 
brave crews, the intriguing 
science and technology, and 
the interactive experiences will 
connect with people of all ages 
and interests,” he said.  

“Visitors will experience real footage of the 
bomb trials, and the actual sounds of the 
aircraft. It’s like a trip back to the Ruhr Valley in 
1943.”

The exhibition was created by experts in 
military history at the Air Force Museum of New 
Zealand to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the Dambusters raids. 

Air Force Museum Visitor Experience Manager 
Tim Neal said the exhibition has toured New 
Zealand, and Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom is 
likely to be the last chance to see it outside the 
museum’s home in Christchurch. 

Entry is free.
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Message 
from the 
Mayor
As we move from 
the warmth of 
summer into the 
cooler autumn 
months it has 

been wonderful to be part of a number 
of events and engagements.

I am constantly amazed and 
impressed at the contributions that 
groups and organisations make to this 
community. They provide us all with the 
ability to enjoy the many delights of the 
district.

I am also very aware that many of 
these events could not happen without 
a horde of volunteers, the support 
of the business community and the 
support of Council. It is great to see 
this collaboration and the community 
working together.

Events like the Medieval Market, and 
the Supercheap Auto Spectacular 
Car Show in Shannon are just two of 
the many that I have enjoyed. When 
you couple that with the exhibitions 
at Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom and 
the opening of the Solway Park 
Pump Track, it has been full on. It’s 
very satisfying to see the community 
engagement at these events.

As a Council we are well into 
understanding the work plan in front of 
us and about to prepare for the Annual 
Plan 2020-2021 consultation, which will 
start shortly.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Mayor Bernie Wanden

PROOF
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Rates rebates 
payments to ratepayers 
pass $1 million mark
Over $1 million in rates rebates has been paid to eligible 
Horowhenua ratepayers in the current financial year so far.

Since the current rates rebates application period opened 
in July, there have been 1844 applications and $1,064,202 
has been paid out. For the whole of the previous year there 
were 2246 applications made and $1,273,920 paid out.

Council’s Finance Manager Jeff Paulin says “well done 
Horowhenua; excellent effort”. 

“We urge those who have not yet applied for this rating 
year to do so, as we would really like to exceed last year’s 
application numbers. There is nothing to lose and, if you 
are eligible, you could get up to $640 credited towards 
your rates,” he said.

Residential ratepayers with a household income up to 
$25,660 may be eligible for a rates rebate up to $640. 
However those earning above the maximum threshold 
may still qualify for a rebate, depending on income, level 
of rates and number of dependants. The rebate is based 
on total income for the year ending 31 March 2019 and the 
amount of rates for both Horowhenua District Council and 
Horizons Regional Council.

Mr Paulin says Council encourages ratepayers to apply for 
the rebate. The process is not complicated and Council 
staff can meet with ratepayers and help them complete 
their applications. To make an appointment phone 06 366 
0999 or email ratesrebates@horowhenua.govt.nz.

The only information applicants need to provide is proof 
of income (before tax) for the tax year ended 31 March 
2019, including any interest received, as well as proof of a 
partner’s income or joint income if living together.

Application forms are available from Horowhenua District 
Council’s main office in Levin and its service centres at 
the Foxton and Shannon community libraries, or online at 
www.govt.nz/rates-rebate.

New community space for Levin
Levin has a new community space for 
people to meet, relax and feel at home – 
Tā Tātou Whare, a brightly-coloured freight 
container by Hell Pizza on Oxford Street. 

Offering books, games and a comfortable 
place to spend time with friends and 
have a bite to eat, Tā Tātou Whare is a 
free space anyone can enjoy. It’s open 
daily from midday until evening, weather 
dependent.

Horowhenua District Council Strategic 
Planner Lauren Baddock said Tā Tātou 
Whare is a placemaking initiative under 
the Levin Town Centre Strategy, which 
Council adopted in November 2018 to 
guide the future development of Levin’s 
central business district.  

“We developed the Levin Town Centre 
with input from the community, and one 
thing people identified as lacking in the 
town centre was a free space to stop and 
spend time. Tā Tātou Whare helps to fill 
that gap,” she said. 

The container is decorated with murals 
created by local high school students and 
Levin artist Philip Sue. 

Ms Baddock said Tā Tātou Whare was 
intended as a short-term installation, but 
there’s no fixed date for removing it. 

Members of the community are welcome 
to drop off good-quality second-hand 
books and games at Tā Tātou Whare for 
others to enjoy. 

Marae visit milestone
In what is believed to have been a 
first for Horowhenua District Council, 
elected members have themselves 
undertaken the roles of kaikaranga 
(caller) and kaikōrero (speaker) when 
being welcomed onto a marae.

Last month, councillors were invited 
to Tukorehe marae in Kuku. As is 
customary, they were welcomed with 
a pōwhiri. 

While the occasion was certainly not 
the first time councillors have visited 
a marae in the district, in the past the 
tangata whenua have been asked to 
provide someone to speak on their 
behalf.

Councillor Piri-Hira Tukapua was the 
kaikaranga, while Councillor Robert 
Ketu made the whaikōrero for the 
group. 

Mayor Bernie Wanden said it was a 
proud moment in our history having 
elected members being able to 
represent themselves on the marae.

“Ko te kai a te rangatira, he kōrero – 
this famous whakataukī or proverb 
explains that the food of the chief is 
communication. Being at Tukorehe 
we were able to show our leadership 
through our kōrero and listening.”

Councillors heard some of the brief 
history of Te Iwi o Ngāti Tukorehe Trust 
and their plans for the future. 

“It was great to be able to hear how 
we as a Council might be able to 
support their aspirations. But this is 
just another step in progressing our 
ongoing partnership,” Mayor Bernie 
said. 

Elected members visit marae as part 
of their induction to Council.



Pump track opening continues transformation of Solway Park
The transformation of Solway Park continued 
with the official opening of a new pump track 
in February. 

Mayor Bernie Wanden officially opened the 
track with the help of two young people from 
the community. 

“This is very much a community project, 
led by the Police with significant community 
support and the assistance of Council and 
others, and it’s made this a pretty special 
place. Kids now have a place they can 
congregate, be safe, and learn some skills. 
It’s already well-used and I’m sure it will be in 
the future,” he said. 

Over 150 people attended the opening to 
enjoy some free kai, sharpen up their 
basketball skills in an impromptu game, and 
try out the pump track. 

The 160-metre asphalt pump track is part 

of a wider ongoing commitment by the 
Levin South Neighbourhood Safety Panel 
(NSP) and the Levin South Neighbourhood 
Policing Team (NPT) to improve facilities 
and infrastructure at Solway Park and 
nearby Morgan Crescent Park. Over the 
last six years, the NSP and NPT have led 
development of a rugby field, basketball 
court, BBQ, toilets, water fountain and 
fences to transform Solway Park from an 
unwelcoming space with minimal facilities 
into a vibrant heart for the south-east Levin 
community. 

The pump track offers a safe place for 
people of all ages and abilities to practise 
their riding skills all year round, and is 
suitable for mountain bikes, children’s bikes, 
skateboards, in-line skates and scooters. 

Construction was funded by grants from 
the Eastern & Central Community Trust, 

the Lotteries Board, and $50,000 from 
Horowhenua District Council. Council will also 
fund and carry out ongoing maintenance.

Helping kids in Foxton Beach get to school safely
Getting to school is now safer for children 
in Foxton Beach, and Foxton Beach School 
Principal Hamish Stuart couldn’t be happier.

Horowhenua District Council carried out a 
road safety improvement project in Thomas 
Place, at the back entrance to the school, 
over the school summer holidays to address 
concerns raised by school staff and the 
Foxton Community Board about traffic 
congestion and poor visibility.

“We were having problems with cars parked 
along Thomas Place at drop off and pick up 
times, causing congestion around our kea 
crossing. We were concerned about the 
safety of kids using the crossing, and the 
congestion was making it difficult for cars to 
use the road too,” Mr Stuart said.

To improve safety around the school, Council 
installed raised pedestrian islands at the 
kea crossing, a no-parking zone, a drop-off 
and pick-up area around the school’s back 
entrance, and a new gate and footpath.

“Pedestrian islands make it easier for children 
to see oncoming traffic and for drivers to see 
the crossing. The islands also narrow the 
road, reducing the distance children have to 
cross,” said Roading Projects Engineer Xitij 
Sakhalkar.

“There’s also a new 1.7 metre wide footpath 
along the school side of Thomas Place to 
make it safer and easier for kids and their 
parents to get to school on foot. Before, there 
was no footpath on that side.”

Mr Stuart said the project has made the area 
much safer at pick-up and drop-off times.

“Having a dedicated drop-off and pick-up 
area and a no-parking zone has improved 
visibility, as well as reducing congestion 
around the school. Thanks to the Council for 
getting it done,” he said. 

Making it easier to check rubbish and recycling collection dates
It’s now easier to check your rubbish and 
recycling collection dates online.

Horowhenua District Council’s Website 
Officer, Jo Cooney, says people can now 
check their collection dates on the Rubbish & 
Recycling section of Council’s website.  

“You can just type your address into the 
search box and it will give you your next 
collection date,” she said.

Ms Cooney said Council made the 
improvement following public feedback 
received through a new tool added to its 
website in January this year. The tool enables 
people using the website to give feedback 
quickly and easily on whether the page they 
visited was helpful, and why. 

“It’s provided us with valuable insights  
into how people actually use our  

website and how we can make it better,” Ms 
Cooney said. 

“The change to the Rubbish & Recycling 
page is a good example. We already had an 
online search facility for people to check their 
collection dates, but previously it was only 
available on a different page of our website 
as part of our My Neighbourhood search 
tool, which people can use to find all sorts 
of information about their local area. When 
we looked at the feedback on our Kerbside 
Rubbish & Recycling Services page, we 
realised some people were going there to 
find their collection dates instead of using My 
Neighbourhood. So we added a collection 
date search to the Rubbish & Recycling 
section, and updated our Kerbside Rubbish 
 
 
 

& Recycling Services page, to make it more 
user-friendly.”

Ms Cooney said Council will also use 
feedback gathered through the new tool to 
make minor improvements to some of the 
Fees & Charges pages. 

She encouraged people to use the website 
feedback tool, which is on most pages of the 
Council’s website, www.horowhenua.govt.nz 

“If you’re on our website, please take a 
moment to use our feedback tool. The 
information you give us will help us to make 
our website better for everyone.”

To check your rubbish and recycling 
collection dates, visit www.horowhenua.govt.
nz/checkcollectiondates
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Council Meetings
Council

11
  Wednesday 11 March at 4pm,   
 Council Chambers, 126 Oxford Street,  
 Levin.

Finance, Audit and Risk Committee

25
  Wednesday 25 March at 4pm,   
 Council Chambers, 126 Oxford Street,  
 Levin.

Foxton Community Board

30
  Monday 30 March at 6pm,   
 Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom, 92 Main  
 Street, Foxton.

March
In the Light
Open daily at Te Takeretanga o Kura-
hau-pō
An exhibition of paintings and drawings by 
award-winning local artist Gill Knox.

5
 Thursday 5 March

 Tea & Tales
10:30am to 11:30am at Te Takeretanga o 
Kura-hau-pō 
Join us for morning tea and an hour of tales 
from local people reading books, short 
stories, poems and anecdotes.

6  to 3
Friday 6 March to Sunday 3 May
Dambusters – Boffins, Bravery and 
Bouncing Bomb  
Open daily at Te Awahou Nieuwe 
Stroom
An exciting and Inspiring exhibition based 
on the ‘Dambusters Raid’ on the Ruhr 
Valley Dams in 1943. Explore the planning 
that went into the infamous raid on the 
Ruhr Valley dams, the science behind the 
‘bouncing bombs’ and the aftermath for 
both 617 Squadron and the residents of the 
Ruhr Valley.

7
 Saturday 7 March

 Arts @ the Park
10am to 3pm at Thompson House, 
Horowhenua Art Society and Levin 
Pottery
Thompson House, Horowhenau Art 
Society and Levin Pottery will all be open 
with artists working in their studio spaces. 
Spinners and weavers, sugar crafts, cards, 
painting and drawing, pottery and more. 
 
 
 
 

8
 Sunday 8 March 

 Sopranos Hot Rod Picnic 
10am to 2pm at Horseshoe Bend, 
Tokomaru Reserve 
Annual laid-back hot rod picnic that raises 
funds for the Palmerston North Rescue 
Helicopter. 

11
 Wednesday 11 March

 Fairfield School Gala
Fairfield School, 89 MacArthur Street, 
Levin
The annual school gala is on again, with 
fun, entertainment, stalls, activities, food 
and more.

11
 Wednesday 11 March

 Pop-Up Eats
5pm to 8pm at Te Awahou Nieuwe 
Stroom
Great food truck food and live 
entertainment.

14
 Saturday 14 March

 Pasifika Celebration Day
3pm to 7pm at Levin Adventure Park
A celebration of Pacific Island culture – 
taste the food, hear the music, see the 
culture, feel the vibe.

15
 Sunday 15 March

 Jazz Jam
2pm to 4pm at Te Takeretanga o Kura-
hau-pō
Come along to a relaxed afternoon and 
support our local jazz talent.

28
 Saturday 28 March

 Community Fun Day
11am to 2pm at Levin Village Green
See the new Police Community Hub van, 
fire trucks and St. John Ambulance. Free 
BBQ and drinks, bouncy castle and more.

What’s happening

For further details and events visit www.horowhenua.govt.nz/events
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Levin Adventure Park offers new climbing challenge
Horowhenua District Council has installed a 
new challenge for keen climbers at the Levin 
Adventure Park – a 9.3-metre high Tetragode, 
one of the highest in New Zealand.

A Tetragode is a net climbing frame with a 
central pole and a cushioned base for safety. 

Levin Adventure Park Trust Chairperson Pam 
Good said the new Tetragode offers challenging 
and creative play opportunities for visitors to the 
park. 

“It adds another wonderful dimension and 
variety to the park equipment, and further 
enhances the Levin Adventure Park,” she said.

The Trust began fundraising for the Tetragode 
almost two years ago, raising $15,000 from 
donations. It was assisted by a $15,000 grant 
from the Eastern and Central Community Trust 
and support from Horowhenua District Council. 


