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Message from
the Mayor
Happy new year to everyone in
the Horowhenua.
It has been wonderful to see
so many locals and visitors
enjoying our district over the
Mayor Bernie Wanden
summer break. In general, the
weather has been kind and
allowed us to enjoy the many community events like
the AP& I show, beach digs and fairs.
We have been very lucky to be able to enjoy the
summer without any Covid-19 restrictions and so it is
important we do our bit to make summer unstoppable
and continue to scan the QR codes, sign in wherever
we go and continue to wash and dry our hands
thoroughly.
This is the time of year when many of our
infrastructure projects can commence and be
completed with the more favourable weather. There
are many projects underway or beginning like
the infrastructure for Tara-Ika, the new residential
development for Levin. We are also installing
upgraded infrastructure alongside the new housing
developments around Roslyn Road, residents can
expect some small delays over the next few months in
that area.
It’s been pleasing to see the progression of the
Manawatū River Loop Restoration project in Foxton.
It has been a huge undertaking and congratulations
should go to all that have been involved in the project
to date. To celebrate we are inviting the community
to join us on Saturday 27 February for a day of
celebration to mark the re-opening of the River Loop
Reserve.
In behind the scenes, Councillors have been busy
through the holiday season preparing and discussing
issues and projects in regard to our Long Term Plan,
you will hear much more of this in the coming months.
Take care and enjoy the warm weather.

Festival to mark reopening
of river loop reserve

Get ready to celebrate at the River Loop Reserve!

The reopening of the River Loop Reserve in Foxton will be marked with a festival.
Te Oranga o te Awa - The Manawatū River Improvement Festival.
The whole whānau will be kept entertained by Peanut Slab, Sparkles, Grammyaward winning musician Jerome Kavanagh and kappa haka and waiata groups.
There’ll be food trucks, exhibitions, kapa haka, Chinese dragon procession, food
trucks, games, horse-drawn tram, an historic watercraft convoy and watersport
exhibition, a sculptural exhibition, wood carving exhibition and more.
Mark the date in your calendar – 10am-3pm Saturday 27 February at the River
Loop Reserve.
“The rejuvenated reserve creates a wonderful community asset that will attract
water sports enthusiasts and those seeking recreation and relaxation,” said
Mayor Bernie Wanden. “The new-look reserve complements the Te Awahou
Riverside Cultural Park and showcases why Foxton is the place to be.”
Te Oranga o te Awa - The Manawatū River Improvement Festival is held annually
to showcase the projects undertaken to improve the river’s health and mauri.
The 2021 festival will be the first time it is held outside of Palmerston North.
The festival is a collaborative effort from the Horowhenua District Council,
Horizons Regional Council, Manawatū River Leaders’ Forum, Ngāti Raukawa,
Save Our River Trust, Te Awahou Riverside Cultural Park, and Foxton Tourism
and Destination Association.
Saturday 27 February from 10am-3pm at Foxton’s River Loop Reserve
- We’ll see you there!

Water Restrictions

Level 1 water restrictions have been put in place for Foxton and
Foxton Beach from Friday, 18 December, and in Levin and Ōhau from
Wednesday, 23 December. These restrictions will remain in place until
further notice.
We’re often asked why water restrictions are put in place, we’ve included
a few FAQs help explain.

Q Does Council have to impose water restrictions?

Yes. Council has to impose water restrictions to ensure a continuous
supply for everyone during very dry weather conditions as well as
meeting compliance requirements with Resource Consent conditions.
Some users do waste water during these dry periods; it is not
uncommon to see lawns being irrigated, or children running through
sprinklers with water overflowing onto the road. These types of practices
do not help the situation.

Q What triggers water restrictions in Levin?

Water restrictions in Levin are triggered by dropping river flows in the
Ōhau River. Horowhenua District Council implements Level 1 restrictions
for Levin when the river flow is at 2500 litres per second (L/s), Level 2 at
1500L/s, Level 3 at 1000L/s and Level 4 at 820L/s.

Q What triggers water restrictions in Foxton

and Foxton Beach?
Water restrictions are usually in place for Foxton and Foxton Beach over
the summer to ensure water continues to safely meet National Drinking
Water Standards when there is higher-than-normal demand due to the
large number of visitors.

The countdown is on for the
re-opening of Levin Aquatic
Centre’s hydro-slide
Swimmers at the Levin Aquatic Centre can look forward to a
boosted aquatic experience; this month will see the reopening
of the hydro-slide after being out of action for two years.
In February 2019, the hydro-slide was closed in the interest
of public safety, as the stairwell leading to the hydro-slide
needed to be repaired due to significant corrosion to the
structure, stair treads and balustrades.
Repair works began in July 2020, with an anticipated opening
date of mid-January 2021. However, heavy winds during
November and December played a part in the slight delay of
the intended opening date.
Community Facilities and Events Manager Brent Harvey said,
“the reopening of the hydro-slide has been a long time coming.
The complexities of the repair works has meant it’s been out of
action for a long time, and we know the community, particularly
children are eager to see it operating again.”
He said, we’ll be hosting a community event toward the end of
February to celebrate the reopening of the hydro slide, keep
an eye out for all the details in the coming weeks.

Q How often will we have water restrictions in the future?

Due to New Zealand’s Mediterranean-type climate of hot, dry summers
and cool, wet winters, we can expect to have water restrictions most
years.

Q What do water restrictions mean for me?

The conditions attached to water restrictions depend on the level that
been issued.
Level 1 Water Supply restrictions are set out below, for more information
please visit www.horowhenua.govt.nz/Services/Water-Services/Water/
Water-Restrictions

Purpose
Private Gardens watering

Level 1 Conditions
Soaker hoses and garden sprinklers may only be used
during the hours of 5am to 7am and 7pm to 9pm on
alternate days as follows. Houses with even street numbers
on even dates and houses with odd numbers on odd dates.
Handheld hoses, watering cans or buckets can be used at
any time.

Public Parks,
gardens and road
reserves – watering
Paved areas –
cleaning
Private Swimming
Pools or Spas –
filling or topping up

Sprinklers and soak hoses allowed for 4 hours every other
day - from town supply
No restrictions on bore water.

Hosing of paved areas is prohibited unless cleaning is
required as a result of an accident, fire, health hazard or
other emergency.
All pools may be filled and/or topped up at any time

Community grants
applications open
Horowhenua District Council is inviting applications for funding
from two community grants schemes. Applications to the
Horowhenua Community Support Grant and the Creative
Communities Scheme, for round two of the 2020/2021 financial
year, are open until 5pm 28 February.
The Community Support Grant aims to support community
initiatives that enhance wellbeing and social connectedness
in the wake of COVID-19. The grant is to enable non-profit
organisations meeting grant criteria to assist with projects,
events and costs associated with responses to the COVID-19
pandemic and support for community recovery. There is
a remaining amount of $68,803.66 of contestable funds
available.
The Creative Communities Scheme is a national scheme
funded by Creative New Zealand. It funds projects with a focus
on the arts. Projects should aim to; create opportunities for
local communities to engage with, and participate in local arts
activities; support the diverse artistic cultural traditions of local
communities; and enable participation by young people (under
18). There is a remaining amount of $27,852.16 of contestable
funds available.
For more information, criteria and to download application
forms for either of the grants, visit www.horowhenua.govt.nz/
grants or contact the Council on 063660999 or enquiries@
horowhenua.govt.nz

Roslyn Road infrastructure upgrade underway
If you live in or travel through Roslyn Road in
Levin regularly, you will have noticed a major
infrastructure project is underway.

The project includes a new bulk stormwater
and sewer pipelines, a new sewer pump
station, upgrading the carriageway and
constructing a shared path for the community
to enjoy. Most of the work will occur west
of the Fairfield Road intersection and the
intersection will be affected at points during
construction.
With 300 meters of road needing work done,
you can imagine it’ll take a while. We plan
to have the work completed and the road

fully reopened again as soon as we can.
The effects on traffic in the area at this time
may change daily, so if you are using the
road, please take notice and follow any traffic
management in place.

Horowhenua District Council Development
Engineer Joe Fletcher said “To minimise
disruption to residents and motorists we have
combined several planned projects into one
project.”
“Most of the work will be limited to either the
one lane or the other which will result in a
Stop-Go or Priority Give Way for residents
travelling within the limits of the construction

site. We hope to keep any disruption to a
minimum, and we want to thank the public for
their understanding.”
Mr Fletcher said we’re asking motorists
to avoid the area and take the detour via
Kennedy Drive.
Although all excavations will be covered and
fenced off at the end of each day, we are
urging residents to take special care when
travelling in the area at night.
The team from Higgins (Levin) won the
contract for the work – If you have any
queries or concerns, please contact them on
06 368 5528.

Green Flag award hat trick for Horowhenua parks
Foxton Beach’s Holben / Te Wharangi
Reserve has become the third Horowhenua
park to win the prestigious international Green
Flag award. Green Flags were also awarded
to Thompson House Gardens in Levin in
2018, and to Driscoll Reserve in Manakau in
2019. Both parks have had their Green Flag
status renewed for 2021.

The Green Flag scheme is considered
an international benchmark for good
management of outdoor recreational spaces.
The awards recognise and reward wellmanaged parks and green spaces, and aim to
ensure everyone has access to good quality
green spaces that meet the needs of the
community.
There are just 24 parks and open spaces in
Aotearoa that have been awarded the Green
Flag for 2021.
Council’s Property and Parks Manager Arthur
Nelson said having three of the district’s parks

recognised with a Green Flag was a credit to
all those involved.
“We’re fortunate to have a dedicated team
of community volunteers who work tirelessly
alongside our staff and contractors to help
maintain our parks. Their support played a
key role in winning the Green Flags, and
it’s very satisfying to see local people taking
ownership of our green spaces. It shows
our parks and reserves are valued by our
community, and that people recognise how
important green spaces are to quality of life,
health and wellbeing.”

The 12-hectare reserve offers a wide variety
of recreational opportunities, including an
award-winning pump track, tennis courts, a
skateboard rink, a playground, a pavilion,
and walking pathways within the reserve and
connecting to the wider area. It combines
open lawns, ponds, and wooded areas.
Visit the Green Flag website for more
information about the award. For more
information about Holben / Te Wharangi
Reserve, visit the Parks and Reserves page.

Mr Nelson said the third award would help to
make Horowhenua an attractive destination to
live, work and play.
“Holben Reserve is one of our most popular
reserves and is a focus for the Foxton Beach
community. It’s well used by locals and
attracts visitors from across and outside the
district,” he said.

First stages of Tara-Ika infrastructure development underway
The first of many projects to be undertaken
at the 420-hectare Tara-Ika residential
development has begun.

and Tatana Contracting, thereby providing
employment opportunities locally,” said Mr
Haigh.

Last year, the government announced it
would fund up to $25M to support residential
development in Levin as part of the $3billion
shovel-ready infrastructure fund from Crown
Infrastructure Partners.

Work to date:
•

The proposed development will be home to
approximately 2,500 homes, parks, reserves,
a local shopping centre, and a primary
school.
Principal Project Manager Daniel Haigh said
water and sewerage infrastructure would
connect to Levin’s existing infrastructure.
As part of the construction, new stormwater
retention areas will be built alongside roads,
roundabouts and a shared pathway.
“I’m pleased to say that the first contracts
have been awarded to Horowhenua Alliance

•

December: Contractors carried out
groundwater and stormwater soakage
investigations, drilling and installing
piezometers to monitor groundwater
levels throughout the site. An additional
piezometer was installed in a Council
road reserve located down-gradient
of Taraika in order to monitor
shallow groundwater response to
rainfall.
January: Infiltration testing of
natural soil was completed to
determine soakage rates. This
testing will help validate the
assumptions of the storm water
management strategy.

•

February: Tatana Contracting through
the Horowhenua Alliance were contracted
to complete the trenching of a new sewer
trunk main east of State Highway 57 and
the lining of a decommissioned concrete
pipe to avoid trenching across the busy
SH57/Queen St intersection.

You can keep up to date about Tara-Ika
by visiting: https://www.horowhenua.govt.
nz/Taraika - make sure you sign up for our
newsletter to stay ahead of developments.

Have you considered eBooks as a reading option?
Some people cannot move away from the
feeling of turning book pages, but many are
bucking the trend of a traditional hard cover
book. They are selecting their eBook titles
on their devices from the comfort of their
own home. If you are ready to take the leap,
Libraries Horowhenua can steer you in the
right direction.
If you are a registered member of Libraries
Horowhenua, you can check out eBooks and
audiobooks through our digital catalogues.
There are two different catalogues through
Wheelers and OverDrive. Both platforms are
available as downloadable apps for your

devices, Wheelers e-Platform and Libby.
To avoid disappointment you will need; a
Libraries Horowhenua membership or an
e-membership; a password set on your
card; and no fines exceeding the borrowing
cap.
If you need assistance with setting up
eBooks on your device, or if you would
like to sign up as a library member, visit
any of our community facilities or libraries;
Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō, Te Awahou
Nieuwe Stroom or Shannon Library where
our friendly team are ready to assist.

Want to receive Community Connection
in your email inbox? Sign up online:
horowhenua.govt.nz/CommunityConnection

Council Meetings
Community Wellbeing Committee
Tuesday 9 February, 1pm		
9 Council Chambers, 126 Oxford Street,
Levin. All welcome.
Council
Wednesday 10 February, 4pm
10 Council Chambers, 126 Oxford Street,
Levin. All welcome.
Foxton Community Board
Monday 22 February, 6pm		
22 Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom,
92 Main Street Foxton. All welcome.
Finance, Audit and Risk Committee
Wednesday 24 February, 4pm		
24 Council Chambers, 126 Oxford Street,
Levin. All welcome.

Did you know?
You can watch meetings of Council and the
Finance, Audit and Risk Committee online at:
www.horowhenua.govt.nz/councilmeetingslive

What’s happening
Event details are correct at the time of
publication, but are subject to change.
Please check horowhenua.govt.nz/
Events or contact event organisers for
updates and more events.
To have your local event included in this
listing, please register your event for
free at horowhenua.govt.nz/Events

All February
Cats and Other Friends Exhibition
by Jan Taylor
Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō
Free.
All February
‘Puaki’ - Tā Moko Exhibition
Mapuna-Kabinet Gallery in Te
Awahou Nieuwe Stroom
Free.

5 to 8

Friday 5 February to Monday 8
February
Weraroa Cricket Club Centenary Various Events
Weraroa Club Rooms
$100 tickets.
Saturday 6 February

6 Waitangi Day ‘Teddy Bears

Picnic in the Park’
Te Awahou Riverside Cultural Park
Free.

customerservices@horowhenua.govt.nz
Private Bag 4002, Levin 5540

Sunday 14 February

6 to 28

Saturday 6 February to Sunday 28 February
Art Exhibition: Albert McCarthy
11am to 2pm at Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom
Free.
Saturday 6 February

14 Let’s Move Together Triathlon - Foxton

9am to 11am at Foxton Pools
$5 entry cost.

Sunday 21 February

21 Jazz Jamboree

2pm at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō
Free.

6 Waitangi Day

10am to 3pm at Muaūpoko Park
(Lake Horowhenua)
Free.

Saturday 27 February

21 Manawatū River Improvement Festival

8 to 12

Monday 8 February to Friday 12 February
Chinese New Year
More details to come. Keep updated on
tetakere.org.nz.
Friday 12 February
12 Let’s Move Together Triathlon
- Shannon
9am to 11am at Shannon School
$2 entry cost.
Saturday 13 February

13 Let’s Move Together Triathlon - Levin

9am to 11am at Levin Aquatic Centre
$5entry cost.

Saturday 13 February

- Te Oranga o te Awa
10am to 3pm at Foxton River Loop/
Te Awahou Riverside Cultural Park.
Free.
Sunday 28 February

28 Jazz in the Park

11.30am to 3.30pm at Levin Adventure Park
Free.

Sunday 28 February

28 Sunday Concert

2pm at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō
Free.

Weekly on Wednesdays
Quiz Night
7pm at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō
$5 entry.

13 Medieval Market

9am to 4pm at Levin Showgrounds
Adults $5, Children $2, Preschool Free.

www.horowhenua.govt.nz

HorowhenuaDC

06 366 0999

126 Oxford St, Levin 5510 Customer service hours: Monday - Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm

